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September 3, 2014 

 

Natural Resources Board 

Districts 2 Environmental Commission 

100 Mineral Street, Suite 305 

Springfield, VT 05156-3168 

Attn: April Hensel, District 2 Environmental Coordinator 

 

RE: Act 250 Application #2W1318 (Denison Lumber Co., Inc. / Ashfield Stone – Halifax) 

 

Dear Ms. Hensel, 

 

Please accept this letter as the Windham Regional Commission’s (WRC) initial response to the 

above application.  In review of this application, the WRC Project Review Committee has 

several concerns we would like the District Environmental Commission to be aware of.  We 

intend to participate in the hearing and may have additional comments. 

 

The proposed quarry lies in what the Windham Regional Plan Proposed Land Use Map identifies 

as Resource Lands.  Protection of this area is a policy articulated in the Windham Regional Plan. 

 

6.10 Natural Resource Policies 

Forest Resources 

2.  Discourage the fragmentation of large parcels of forestland for development or conversion to 

non-forest uses. 

 

Furthermore, the Windham Regional Plan addresses a multitude of potential impacts related to 

mineral resource extraction. 

 

6.10 Natural Resource Policies 

Mineral Resources  

2.  Extraction of mineral resources shall not interfere with or have negative impacts on 

groundwater, air quality (dust and noise), and special community resources (historic sites, 

recreation areas, or scenic areas). Extraction sites must handle truck traffic without creating 

unsafe conditions for adjoining landowners. 

 

The proposed site is in close proximity to important habitat areas, such as Deer Park Pond and 

numerous wetlands and tributaries to Pond Brook.  The proposed quarry area is 130 feet, and the 
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access roadway is 220 feet, from bear wetland feeding habitat.  The entire area is bear production 

habitat, and the proposed project would disturb 1.72 acres of deer wintering area.   

 

6.10 Natural Resource Policies 

Natural Areas, Fragile Areas and Wildlife Resources 

2.  Protect important ecosystems and maintain or enhance the habitat needs and travel corridors 

required by the region’s larger mammals. 

 

The noise generated by the proposed quarrying activity could disrupt wildlife use of valuable 

habitat.  We have a concern about noise because the application mentions that a saw will be used 

on the site to saw apart large pieces of stone, yet this saw is not mentioned in the Noise Impact 

Assessment. 

 

There is concern about impacts to surface waters, both from point and non-point (stormwater) 

sources.  The proposed access road will require several stream crossings.  The project will 

impact a total of 1,202 square feet of intermittent, ephemeral and perennial streams and .67 acres 

of stream buffer.  Additionally, the application proposes using a 6’ diameter by 60’ long culvert, 

which could cause significant impact to habitat and the hydrologic balance of the area.  These 

impacts might be contrary to several Regional Plan policies. 

 

6.10 Natural Resource Policies 

Surface Waters 

1. Maintain undisturbed buffers of vegetation along watercourses, lakes, ponds, wetlands, and 

vernal pools in order to protect shorelines, provide shading to prevent undue increase in stream 

temperatures, minimize effects of erosion, sedimentation and other sources of pollution, and 

maintain scenic, recreational, and habitat values. 

 

2. Maintain or enhance existing chemical, physical, and biological quality of the region’s 

surface waters. 

 

8.   Maintain water flows in streams at levels that support a full range of in-stream uses and 

values. 

 

One of the major impacts of quarries is their long term impact on the landscape.  The applicant 

proposes for reclamation surety an escrow of $1,000 per year until the fund reaches $10,000.  

For reclamation of a quarry of this scale, this is most likely not adequate.  We would also note 

that while the application refers to a reclamation plan, as being shown on sheet C-8, that sheet 

does not provide a reclamation plan.  The applicant should provide a reclamation plan.  Without 

such a plan included it is difficult to assess what a proper reclamation amount should be.   

 

6.10 Natural Resource Policies 

Mineral Resources  
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3.      Ensure that effective site rehabilitation plans are provided and implemented. 

We note that the WRC has communicated with the affected town of Halifax and that we endorse 

their concerns about issues such as potential impacts to transportation infrastructure and 

surrounding residences.  That being said, this letter addresses the issues that our Project Review 

Committee has deemed are of regional concern. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Alyssa Sabetto 

Planner



 

 

E-Notification CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE #2W1318 
I hereby certify that I sent a copy of the foregoing Notice of Hearing on July 23, 2014, by U.S. 
Mail, postage prepaid, to the individuals without email addresses and by electronic mail, to the 
following with email addresses: Note: Any recipient may change its preferred method of 
receiving notices and other documents by contacting the District Office staff at the 
mailing address or email below. If you have elected to receive notices and other 
documents by email, it is your responsibility to notify our office of any email address 
changes. All email replies should be sent to nrb-act250springfield@state.vt.us  
 
C.A. Denison Lumber Co., Inc.  
5706 Jacksonville Stage Road  
Halifax, VT 05038  
russelldenison@msn.com  
 
Ashfield Stone, LLC 246 Main St, Shelburne 
Falls, MA 01370  
airjery@aol.com  
 
Christopher Nordle, Esq.  
89 South Main Street, Waterbury, VT 05676  
chris@waterburystowelaw.com  
elizabeth@waterburystowelaw.com  
 
David L. Grayck, Esq.  
159 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05602  
dgrayck@csgvt-law.com  
 
Halifax Selectboard  
Lewis Sumner, Chair  
P.O. Box 127, West Halifax, VT 05358  
Halifax@myfairpoint.net  
 
Halifax Planning Commissioner, Chair  
P.O. Box 127, West Halifax, VT 05358  
Halifax@myfairpoint.net  
 
Guilford Selectboard  
Richard Clark, Chair  
236 School Rd, Guilford, VT 05301-8154  
plowguy41@yahoo.com  
guilfordta@yahoo.com  
 
Guilford Town Planning  
Michelle Frehsee, Chair  
4054 Guilford Ctr Rd, Guilford, VT 05301  
michelle@frehsee.com  
 
Windham Regional Commission  
Chris Campany, Director  
139 M. St.,Ste 505, Brattleboro, VT 05301  
ccampany@sover.net  
wrc@sover.net; johnbenn@sover.net  
asabetto@windhamregional.org  
 

Elizabeth Lord, Esq. / Land Use Attorney  
ANR Office of Planning & Legal Affairs  
1 National Life Dr., Davis 2  
Montpelier, VT 05602-3901  
anr.act250@state.vt.us  
elizabeth.lord@state.vt.us  
jennifer.mojo@state.vt.us  
 
FOR INFORMATION ONLY  
District 2 Environmental Commission  
100 Mineral Street, Suite 305  
Springfield, VT 05156  
NRB-Act250Springfield@state.vt.us  

 
Halifax Town Clerk, Patricia Dow  
P.O. Box 127, West Halifax, VT 05358  
halifax@myfairpoint.net  
 
Brattleboro Reformer  
62 Black Mountain Road  
Brattleboro, VT 05301  
legals@reformer.com  
 
Halifax Fire Chief, Wayne Courser  
118 Branch Road, W. Halifax, VT 05358  
Halifax@myfairpoint.net  
 
Halifax EMS Chief, Christina Moore  
P.O. box 96, W. Halifax, VT 05358  
chief@halifaxems.org  
 
Barry Murphy, Public Service Department  
112 State Office Building  
Montpelier, VT 05620-2601  
barry.murphy@state.vt.us  
 
Craig Keller, Utilities and Permits  
Vermont Agency of Transportation  
1 National Life Dr, Montpelier, VT 05633  
craig.keller@state.vt.us  

Kristin.driscoll@state.vt.us 
 
Louise Waterman, Policy Analyst  
Dept. of Agriculture, Food & Markets  

mailto:Kristin.driscoll@state.vt.us


 

 

116 State St., Drawer 20  
Montpelier, VT 05620-2901  
louise.waterman@state.vt.us  
beth.fenstermacher@state.vt.us  
 
Scott Dillon and James Duggan  
Division for Historic Preservation  
National Life Building, 6th Floor  
Drawer 20, Montpelier, VT 05620-0501  
scott.dillon@state.vt.us  
James.duggan@state.vt.us  
 
Ken Cox, Fisheries Biologist  
Lael Will, Fisheries Biologist  
VT Fish & Wildlife Department  
100 Mineral Street, Suite 302  
Springfield, VT 05156-3168  
ken.cox@state.vt.us  
lael.will@state.vt.us  
 
Chris Bernier, Wildlife Biologist  
VT Fish & Wildlife Department  
100 Mineral Street, Suite 302  
Springfield, VT 05156-3168  

chris.bernier@state.vt.us 
 
Nate McKeen, District Forestry Manager  
VT Dept. of Forests, Parks & Recreation  
100 Mineral Street, Suite 304  
Springfield, VT 05156-3168  
nate.mckeen@state.vt.us  
 
Rebecca Chalmers, Wetland Ecologist  
100 Mineral Street, Suite 303  
Springfield, VT 05156-3168  
rebecca.chalmers@state.vt.us  
 
Rita Brink, Vermont Department of Libraries  
109 State St, Montpelier, VT 05609-0601  
rita.brink@state.vt.us  
 
Jolene Hamilton, District Manager  
Windham County Natural Resources 
Conservation District  
28 Vernon Street, Suite 332  
Brattleboro, VT 05301  
jolene.hamilton@vt.nacdnet.net  
 
Marilyn Allen  

jolyhill@sover.net 
 
David Brown  
6654 Jacksonville Stage Road  
Halifax, VT 053358  

dbbprague@hotmail.com  
 
Abutters:  
Susan Kelly  
557 Old Stage Road  
West Halifax, VT 05358  
drsuekelly@gmail.com  
 
Nichols H. & Margaret P. Bartenhagen  
3658 Jacksonville Stage Road  
Halifax, VT 05301  

mnpelbar@gmail.com 

mailto:chris.bernier@state.vt.us
mailto:jolyhill@sover.net

